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By KIMBERLY CORTEZ
The Columbian

Occupational therapist 
Kelly Nesbitt has spent 
years helping older Clark 
County residents recover 
after falls, hip fractures and 
other life-changing injuries.

Many returned home 
without a plan or the sup-
port they needed to live 
safely. That motivated her to 
connect with other profes-
sionals who share her goal 
of helping people remain 
comfortable, independent, 
and safe in their own homes 
and communities.

“There’s just so many in-
credible professionals out 
there doing great work, and 
everyone’s kind of siloed,” 
said Nesbitt, who works 
at Legacy Salmon Creek 
Medical Center. “We see 
the need for that to change, 
because of just where we’re 
at right now with the aging 
population, it’s really start-
ing to catch up.”

Already, 122,664 Clark 
County residents — 23 per-
cent of the county’s total 
population — are older than 
60, according to recent U.S. 
Census figures.

Nesbitt and a handful of lo-
cal business owners, health-
care workers and advocates 
are establishing a National 
Aging in Place Council 
chapter serving Southwest 
Washington and Oregon to 
address the needs of the ag-
ing population.

The goal for the local 
chapter is to be an all-in-one 
resource for businesses and 
residents looking for vetted 
professionals who can help 
older adults age comfort-
ably and in place, wherever 
that may be, said Melissa 
Boatwright, general manag-
er of Ace Handyman Servic-
es in Vancouver and a board 
member. 
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Data finds 38% of 
county households 
can’t afford basics
By MIA RYDER-MARKS
The Columbian

A new study shows that 
working Clark County resi-
dents earning well above the 
poverty level still struggle to 
afford necessities.

The New Jersey-based 
United for ALICE recently 

released 2024 data indicat-
ing that 38 percent of the 
roughly 202,000 households 
in Clark County do not 
make enough money to cov-
er such basics as housing, 
food, childcare, healthcare 
and transportation. 

The research classifies 
these people as living in AL-
ICE, which stands for “asset 
limited, income constrained, 
employed” — that is, unable 
to afford the communities in 
which they live and work.

This standard is differ-

ent from the poverty level, 
which in Clark County is an 
annual income of $15,960 
or less. United for ALICE’s 
data shows that 15,266 peo-
ple live in poverty.

United for ALICE’s re-
search shows that house-
holds are often caught in 
a catch-22. They earn too 
much to qualify for public 
assistance but not enough to 
cover all their basic house-
hold expenses.

The research shows that 
financial hardship is also 

not equally distributed. 
Roughly 55 percent of Black 
households and 27 percent 
of Asian households expe-
rience significant hardship 
affording necessities, ac-
cording to the data.

And 74 percent of single-
female-headed households 
with children face financial 
hardship, compared with 47 

percent of male-led single-
parent households with chil-
dren.

The Fruit Valley and 
downtown Vancouver neigh-
borhoods have more strug-
gling households compared 
with any other ZIP code in 
Clark County, according to 
the data. More than half of 
both areas have residents 
who cannot afford housing 
or food despite working. 

Mia Ryder-Marks: 
360-735-4547; mia.ryder-marks@

columbian.com
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By WILL DENNER
The Columbian

Vancouver Public Schools 
on Friday celebrated the 
opening of the Ed Lynch 
Trades Center at Fort 
Vancouver High School, 
the latest offering for Clark 
County students interested 
in pursuing a trades career.

District officials, students, 
business leaders and local 
politicians participated in 
Friday’s ribbon cutting of 
the 8,842-square-foot facility, 
which sits on the southeast 
side of Fort Vancouver’s 
campus.

With a focus on welding, 
advanced manufacturing, 
fabrication and precision 
machining, the building 
includes 16 professional weld-
ing booths, metal-cutting 
processes, precision lathes, 
3D printers and other indus-
try-standard technology.

The Ed and Dollie Lynch 
Fund, a charitable fund of 
the Community Foundation 
for Southwest Washington, 
fully funded the project 
through the Foundation for 

Vancouver Public Schools. 
Also contributing to the proj-
ect were Jon Girod, owner 
of Quail Homes and founder 
of the nonprofit Careers in 
Construction, and Dennis 
Wubben, a Vancouver-based 
property manager.

“To have things come off 
with philanthropy, you have 
to have a lot of ingredients 
going the right direction,” 
said Michael Lynch, son of 

Vancouver Public Schools unveils 
Ed Lynch Trades Center

Peter Pavliuk, 15, an incoming sophomore at Fort Vancouver High School, left, gives Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez a tour of the new Ed Lynch 
Trades Center on his school’s campus Friday. Vancouver Public Schools celebrated the opening of the new facility with a ribbon cutting. 

Above, the new trades facility 
sits on the southeast side of 
the Fort Vancouver High School 
campus in Vancouver.

At left, visitors join Vancouver 
Public Schools staff and 
students as they celebrate the 
opening of the Ed Lynch Trades 
Center at Fort Vancouver High 
School on Friday morning. 

Fort Vancouver High School facility’s  

focus includes welding, manufacturing

Photos by AMANDA COWAN 
The Columbian
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INFORMATION
For more information about 
the Northwest chapter of 
the National Aging in Place 
Council, visit ageinplace.
org/northwest.
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Gill faces charge of 
manslaughter; B.G. 
teen died in incident
By MICAH RICE
The Columbian

An 18-year-old man ac-
cused of fatally shooting a 
friend Saturday at a Hockin-
son park told investigators 
it was “purely unintentional 
and a freak accident,” court 
records state.

James Gill III appeared 
Monday in Clark County 
Superior Court on an allega-

tion of second-degree man-
slaughter in the shooting 
death of 18-year-old Trent 
Richardson, a 2026 Battle 
Ground High School gradu-
ate. 

Both teens were athletes 
at Battle Ground High 
School. Richardson was a 
starting wide receiver and 
defensive back on the foot-
ball team last fall. Gill, who’s 
also a 2026 graduate, was 
a standout baseball player 
who had signed to play at 
the University of Washing-
ton. 

Dozens of people packed 
the courtroom for Gill’s 

hearing, prompting court of-
ficials to open up additional 
seating until it was standing 
room only. Another 130-plus 
people signed on to watch 
the court docket via Zoom. 
Before the proceedings be-
gan, the courtroom feed cut 
out due to the volume of peo-
ple online. The court took a 
brief recess until the techni-
cal issue could be resolved.

People seated in the gal-
lery held each other, some 
softly crying and sniffling. 
Some teens in attendance 
wore Richardson’s jersey 
No. 18 on their shirts. 

Both the prosecution and 

defense asked that Gill be 
granted supervised release, 
which Judge Robert Lewis 
ordered. Lewis also granted 
Gill permission to travel to 
King County for the start of 
school. 

Gill is scheduled to be ar-
raigned Friday. 

Outside the courtroom, 
Gill’s mother told The Co-
lumbian she’s glad he’s com-
ing home. She described 
the shooting as a horrible 
accident and said Gill is suf-
fering from the weight of his 
friend’s death. 

Teen in court in fatal Hockinson shooting
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James Gill III, 18, appears Monday in Clark County Superior 
Court on an allegation of second-degree manslaughter. SHOOTING, Page A7
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Clark County sheriff’s 
deputies and Vancouver 
police officers responded at 
1:17 a.m. to a report of a dis-
turbance with a weapon at 
Hockinson Meadows Com-
munity Park, 10910 N.E. 
172nd Ave., Brush Prairie.

Upon arrival, law en-
forcement found Richard-
son with a gunshot wound 
to the chest in the south-
west parking lot. Despite 
lifesaving efforts, he was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene, court records state.

Law enforcement also en-
countered multiple vehicles 
attempting to leave the 
park. Several people were 
stopped and identified as 
witnesses to the shooting.

Witnesses described a 
large gathering of people 
in their late teens and early 
20s drinking alcohol and 
lighting fireworks, court re-
cords state. 

Several witnesses said 
they heard a gunshot and 
then heard a gun fall to the 
ground. 

They saw Richardson 
holding his chest. One wit-
ness said Richardson be-
gan to run and yelled at oth-
ers to call 911 before falling 
to the ground, according to 
court records. 

One witness said he saw 
Gill holding a firearm prior 
to the shooting. 

“Trent Richardson con-
fronted him telling him to 
put the firearm away, and 
shortly after, the firearm 
went off,” Trenton Woods, 
who was described as a 
friend of both Richardson 
and Gill, said in court re-
cords. 

Gill reportedly told inves-
tigators Richardson hand-
ed him a firearm to look at 
and that the gun fired when 
he was bumped, according 
to court records.

It’s unclear who owned 
the firearm, described as a 
Glock 17 pistol.

Gill was taken to the sher-

iff’s office’s west precinct to 
be interviewed. There, Gill 
reportedly stated he was 
in shock from what had 
just happened and did not 
intend to harm his friend, 
according to court records.

He reportedly said he 
was afraid he’d be in trou-
ble, which is why he didn’t 
say anything to deputies 
at the scene, court records 
state. 

He was arrested at 3:38 
a.m. and booked into the 
Clark County Jail.

Reporter Tyler Brown 
contributed to this report.

Micah Rice: 360-735-4548; 
micah.rice@columbian.com

the late Vancouver philan-
thropists Ed and Dollie 
Lynch.

“You have to have leader-
ship from the superinten-
dent. You have to have the 
school board on board. You 
have to have the appetite of 
the staffing levels. You have 
to have instructors like 
(Fort Vancouver teacher 
Aaron Pierce) who know 
how to make these cogs 
and wheels operate. And 
then you have these amaz-
ing guys like Dennis and 
Jon who, working together, 
drive the cost down on 
these (buildings), so these 
are built as efficiently as 
any private structure.”

With the 2026-27 school 
year less than two weeks 
away, two advanced 
manufacturing cohorts will 
rotate daily in the building. 
The design-to-production 
model will take students 
through every step of the 
manufacturing process, 
and the program also will 
offer career-development 
opportunities including job 
training, recruitment events 
and paid internships.

Career and technical 
education programming 
has expanded in recent 
years across Clark County. 

Vancouver Public Schools 
also opened the Endeavour 
Technical Trades Center at 
Hudson’s Bay High School 
in 2025. In neighboring 
Evergreen Public Schools, 
the Skilled Trades Center 
opened at Evergreen High 
School in 2023.

“This vision, when I 
started five, six years ago, 
was really to get this Fourth 
Plain corridor set up,” 
Girod said. “This corridor, 
we have avenues set up for 
kids (to) not just survive but 
thrive.”

K-12 career and techni-
cal education enrollment 
increased by 10 percent 
nationwide from 2022 to 
2024, according to a study 
from the Center for Ameri-
can Progress. That same 
study found more than 1 in 
2 Washington high school 
graduates completed a 
career and technical educa-
tion pathway in 2023.

“I think most of the 
major advancements we 
make (are) because we 
have skilled, gifted kids in 
the trades,” said U.S. Rep. 

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, 
D-Skamania, who also 
attended Friday’s event. 
“The real stuff comes here. 
It comes from the critical 
thinking, the spatial reason-
ing and the agency that pro-
grams like this build, and I 
am so profoundly proud of 
what this represents.”

Community investment 
in career and technical edu-
cation programs is reflec-
tive of growing demand for 
skilled trades workers. For 
every five people who retire 
from the industry, only 

three are replacing them, 
Girod said.

Manufacturing also is a 
key part of the economy in 
Southwest Washington and 
Oregon. Portland-based 
Vigor Marine Group, for ex-
ample, won a $1 billion U.S. 
Army contract in 2017 and 
recently unveiled a nonpro-
totype U.S. Army landing 
craft vessel at its Vancouver 
facility.

“They just launched the 
first ship they built for the 
Army … but they don’t 
have enough local welders,” 
Girod noted.

That local investment 
shows no signs of slowing 
down. Near the end of his 
remarks Friday, Michael 
Lynch announced that The 
Ed and Dollie Lynch Fund 

has granted up to $3.1 mil-
lion for the completion of a 
new career and technical 
education building at Sky-
view High School, drawing 
a loud ovation from more 
than 100 people in atten-
dance.

“It’s going to be the op-
portunity for kids in the fu-
ture,” Wubben said. “Hope-
fully, one of those kids is 
going to stand up here in 
10 or 15 years and say how 
it changed their life, what 
they learned here in this 
building. … That’s what it’s 
all about. We want to give 
these kids an opportunity 
for a family-wage job.”

Will Denner: 360-735-
4530; will.denner@columbian.
com
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Photos by AMANDA COWAN/The Columbian
Vancouver Public Schools celebrates the opening of the Ed Lynch Trades Center at Fort 
Vancouver High School on Friday morning. 

Trades
From Page A3

Philanthropist Michael Lynch, center, talks with U.S. Rep. 
Marie Gluesenkamp Perez as Vancouver Public Schools 
celebrates the opening of the Ed Lynch Trades Center at 
Fort Vancouver High School on Friday morning. 

MICAH RICE/The Columbian
Dozens of people pack the courtroom for the first 
appearance for James Gill III, prompting court officials 
to open up additional seating until it was standing room 
only. Gill, 18, is facing an allegation of second-degree 
manslaughter in Clark County Superior Court in the 
shooting death of 18-year-old Trent Richardson. 

Shooting
From Page A3

By TYLER BROWN
The Columbian

A 19-year-old man has 
been hospitalized after 
being shot early Monday 
morning in a parking lot in 
east Vancouver.

Vancouver police re-
sponded about 12:30 a.m. to 
a parking lot in the 300 block 
of Southeast 192nd Avenue. 
Someone reported a fight 
involving several teenagers 
with gunfire heard, accord-
ing to a department news 
release. 

Responding officers said 
they did not find anyone who 
appeared to be involved. But 
officers found numerous 

shell casings and evidence 
of blood at the scene, the 
news release states. 

A short time later, a 
19-year-old man suffering 
from a gunshot wound ar-
rived at a local hospital for 
treatment, according to the 
news release. Police said his 
wound did not appear to be 
life-threatening.

Authorities did not re-
lease the man’s name.

The Vancouver Police 
Department Major Crimes 
Unit is investigating. 

This is at least the sixth 

shooting involving teens in 
Clark County this year. 

Early Saturday morning, 
18-year-old Battle Ground 
High School graduate Trent 
Richardson was fatally shot 
at Hockinson Meadows 
Community Park.

Amber Alert issued  
for 7-month-old boy

The Washington State 
Patrol has issued an Amber 
Alert for 7-month-old Mar-
cello Martinez, who authori-
ties say may be in danger af-
ter being taken by his father 
without permission Sunday 
from the Hazel Dell area.

The Clark County Sher-
iff’s Office responded about 
10 a.m. after the protected 
person in a domestic vio-

lence no-contact order re-
ported that Raul Martinez, 
37, violated the order, ac-
cording to a news release.

Raul Martinez allegedly 
assaulted and robbed the 
victim and assaulted Mar-
cello before taking him, 
according to the sheriff’s 
office.

Marcello is described as 
24 inches tall and weighing 
16 pounds with brown hair 
and brown eyes. He was last 
seen wearing a blue onesie 
with “Grandma’s are the 
best” written on it in neon 
lettering, according to the 
news release.

Raul Martinez is de-
scribed as 5 feet, 6 inches 

tall and weighing about 180 
pounds with brown hair and 
brown eyes. He was last 
seen wearing tight sweat-
pants, a white shirt and a 
blue/green jacket, accord-
ing to the news release.

Investigators do not have 
a description of the vehicle 
used to take Marcello. 

Anyone who sees Mar-
cello or Raul Martinez or 
anyone matching their de-
scriptions should call 911 
immediately. The sheriff’s 
office is asking anyone who 
might know of their where-
abouts to call the nonemer-
gency line at 360-693-3111 
and reference case No. 
26006104.

Man, 19, hospitalized after east Vancouver shooting

Contributed photo
The Washington State Patrol 
has issued an Amber Alert 
for 7-month-old Marcello 
Martinez, who authorities 
say may be in danger after 
being taken by his father, 
Raul Martinez, without 
permission Sunday from the 
Hazel Dell area.

POLICE


