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Family files a wrongful death tort claim

Oregon man killed
by Clark County
deputy in 2025

By TYLER BROWN
“The Columbian

Attorneys for the family
of an Oregon man stabbed
to death by a Clark County
sheriff's deputy in May 2025

sor to a lawsuit, alleges
Deputy Bryson Layton used
excessive force when he fa-

tally stabbed Marc Fogle,
4, of Clackamas in the
a personal knife
17 times inside the Wash-
ington State Patrol weigh
station in Ridgefield.
The tort claim also al-
leges that Layton and fel
low deputies_intentionally
muted critical conversations
during Fogle's death inves-
tigation, 5o no record of the
audio exists.
AmrnmAngu: Lee and
Mark Lindquist requested
The county st in 8
« July 14 etter to Clark Coun-
ty Sheriff John Horch and
Prosecutor Tony Golik. The
sheriffs office said at the
time that it is committed to
openness, transparency and

resshotof Gk CouneySherf' ffcevideo
Warc Fogle, 54, ofCackamas, Ore is pcured May 7,207,
inbody camera video released May 15, 2025, by the Clark
County Sheriff’s Office, minutes before a deputy fatally
stabbed him during astruggle over the deputy’s gun.

maintaining public trust. ed Layton to keep his cam-
e tort claim alleges that era rolling, another depu
after a supervisor instruct-  suggested they mute their

audio. Multiple ~ deputies
then muted their recording
devices while Layton ges-
tured and appeared to dem-
onstrate portions of the fatal
struggle. Deputies contin-
ued to mute their cameras
during supervisory discus-
sions, scene-security duties
and witness interactions.
“Body cameras have been
highly important evidence
in use-offorce cases. Video
often shows whether a kil
was justified or not,”
Lindquist said in a ney
release. “Here, the muting
or shutting down of body
cameras  raises  serious
questions that need to be

é

22

A security camera in the

breath-test _ observation
room reportedly was nonop-
erable, which the attorneys
called “especially _suspi-
cious and problematic.”

A spokesperson for the
sheriffs office declined to
comment on the tort claim
Thursday, citing potential
legal proceedings.

A video summary of the
incident released by the

sl
Goputies responded at 105 5
pan. May 7, 2025, to a crash
near Norlhcasl 14th Court
and Minnehaha Street,
where Fogle had struck two
parked cars.

Fogle told deputies at the
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PeaceHealth
Layoffs

Health
system

to cut
150 jobs

119 employees in
Clark County to
lose IT positions

By KIMBERLY CORTEZ
“The Columbian

Vancouver-based Peace-
Health willla off 150 em-
ployees statewide, 119 of
them,in Clark County, by
Nov. 20 as it trans
formation !echnology
port services to the I
company Tech Mabindra
sed_health-
care “Subsdiry, the HCI

Flzabett Lagler, chief
‘human resources officer for
PeaceHealth, _announced
the layoffsina Thursday let-
ter submitted 10 he Wa

B.G. schools prep
for ‘perfect home’

Photos by AMANDA COWAN/The Columbian

aftemoon. At top,

ington cu-
rity Department.

The state’s Worker Ad-
Jusiment_ Retraining and
Notification Act _requires
cxnployers with 50 or rore
employees to provide a writ-
ten notice before a mass lay-

PeaceHealth
son Jim M
number of affected employ-

s
percent of the total
PeaceHeallh ‘workforce.

I that are direct]
fected by this transition
have been notified and will
bereoeling supportand re-
sources,” Murez s
are truly grateful for her
contributions and the impor-
tant role they have played in
supporting our caregivers,

By WILL DENNER
“The Columbian

Thursday

District breaks ground on $2.5M construction trades building at Battle Ground High School

do construction, woodwork-
ing, plumbing, electrical and

HVAC projects. Currently,

patients and
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carcer and technical educa-
tion programs.

District leaders and com-
munity partners gathered
‘Thursdaya Batle Ground
High School to
groundona hmldmg that
ill provide a year-round,
indoor space for students to

BATTLE GROUND —“If  most of those projec

you build it, they will come.”  place in a school parking lot
awing on the famous  or classroom setting.

line from the 1989 movie “When you have a facility

“Field of Dreams," Batle  that matches the outcomes

Ground Public Schools Su-  that you want for your

perintendent Shelly Whitten ~ students,” Whitten said, “you
h i will get better and

anew construction trades  you will get more Students

building as an important step ~ participatiny

in advancing the district's ‘The $2.5 million project

came to fruition after voters

approved a capi
2024, the first of i
in Battle Ground, Whitten
said.
projects include upgrades to
the culinary arts and health

coming capital levy

TRADES, Page C8

Former B.G. city manager accuses mayor of discrimination

Swanson's concerns
about police chiefled
to retaliation, she says

By DOUG FLANAGAN
The Columbian

Former Battle Ground City

anager Kristina_Swanson
has accused Mayor Eric Over-
holser and a majority of the
Battle Ground City Council of

retaliating against her after about Flynn's adl

e raised concerns about Bat- ~and record-keej
tle Ground Police Chief Dennis ~ “The city uncil has no tenants, Jason Perduc and
nnel powers or re- Keller, and that the council

Flynn. She alleges her Aug. 5 other
ing Vi iewed those complaints dur-

firing violated employment, - sponsibilities and is not permit-
open-meetings and discrimina: ted under the code to interfere ing its Aug. 5 executive session

istration

i‘ed complaints about
m two police lieu- was noti

m out cause’

tion laws. in the management of ity per- - without giving Swanson notice ~ the police chief.”
An Aug. 28 letter from hersonel” the etter sates. or an opportunity to respond.
Portland-based a Sue-  The notice does not speci e council removed Ms.

the city coun

Del MeCulloch” arguce it a dollar amountfordamegescr Svanson after secrel
fered with formally initiate a lawsuit but viewing ung
Swanson's authority over the serves as notice of potential nel complaints while labeling
Battle Ground Police Depart- liigation. the removal ‘without cause’ to
mentafter she raised concerns The letter alleges Overhol- avoid the process it owed her,”

the letter states. “Her removal

re-  discharge in retaliation for Ms.
Swanson performing her job
responsibility of overseeing

The letter also notes that
the council had rated her per-
tly re- formance above average and
person- awarded her a merit increase
st two days before voting 43 S
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Jon Girod of Quail Homes, from left, joins Shelly Whi i of
Derek Huegel of Wolf Industries Inc., duri i

High School on Thursday afternoon.

Trades

From Page C1

sciences spaces at Prairie
and Battle Ground high
schools, district spokesper-
son Amanda Richter said.
‘These upgrades are part
of avision develops
the district’s career and
technical education team

construction at Battle
Ground High School, said
the building will better

allow students to take theo-

retical concepts from the
classroom and apply them

in what we can do outside
because of the weather,”
Scott said. “This trades
building is going to be a
perfect home for us. We're
going to be able to work

andadvisory boad over = all scar long and havekids
several years. Based on the work in the classroom,
needs of Clark County's — Shelly Whitten, superintendent bt Ground step outof the classroom
wm‘k[orc&, they identified into i

a technical ) for and build the stuff that we
edu«.allon ‘want them to build.”

for upgrzde< The district s also at-

heallh sciences, culinary that needs to be fillec m(ernshms and preappren- tempting to pass an educa-

arts and construction
trades.

“The classes that we're
offering, they're in high de-
mand,”said Cindy Arnold,
the district’s career and
technical education direc-
tor. “The actual communi-
ty in Southwest Washing-
ton came to me for some
of these classes and said,
“Hey, we really have a need

have enough people com-  The district also has
ingin to take their place.  a framework in place to
That's considered high  submit to the Office of

demand, and that's really i T Public

tional programs and opera-
tions levy in the November
general election, which
would help fund teaching
positions and curriculum

what career and tec} Instruction for an ad-

education is all about vanced construction lass
Arnold said the building students would

will llow the construction  bulld tiny homes.

trades program to expand,  Bradley Scott, who

while helping students gef  teaches geometry in

for includi
career and technical edu-
cation, Whitten sai

Will Denner: 360-735-
4530; willdenner@columbian.
com

Tort claim

From Page C1

scene of the crash that he

had been drinking. Layton
arrested Fogle for driving
under the influence an
transported him to the
weigh station for a breath-
alcoholest.

tage

body ey St rogle
in distress in the process-
ing room. While uncuffed
for the breath test, Fogle
kept repeating to Layton
that his life was over be-
cause the arrest would af-
fecthis commercial driver's
license. Just before mid-
night, Fogle refused_the
breath test after consulting
Wilh an anomey

made comments.
Jike “You don't know who
youre dealing with” and
*You know what's crazy is
it's just you and me in this
{expletie) room-” Layion

instructed Fogle to turn
around to be re-handcuffed.

As Layton moved to
secure the cuffs, Fogle
reached for Layton's gun
at his waist, and a struggle
ensued.

In the footage, Layton
repeatedly warned Fogle
he would be shot. Fogle
responded “I'm not looking
to shoot you; I want you to
shoot me” as the two men
went to the floor. The cam-
era view became obscured
and eventually shut off.

Layton turned the cam-
era back on to reveal Fogle
had suffered several stab
wounds to his back. Layton

and responding medics at-  ald, a Blacl

tempted life-saving mea-

nounced dead at the scenc

2:39 a.m.

The Washington State
Office of Independent In-
vestigations concluded in
March that Layton resorted
1o using a fixed-blade knife
because Fogle had pinned
the deputy on his back and
was actively trying to take
his firearm. The investiga-
tion was forwarded to the
Clark County Prosecuting

Attorney’s Office for review
to determine if Layton’s use
of deadly force was justi-
fied.

The prosecutor’s of-

fice did not immediately
respond Thursday (o an
inquiry about the status of
the review.

n joined the sher-
ffS office in May 2023 and
has since returned to full
dmy,

laim_alleges

he el cncoterresen
from unjustified escalation
and poor tactics. The attor-
neys argue Layton pulled
Fogle close during _the
physical altercation, violat-
ing common law enforce
ment distance rules, before
killing him.

The tort claim also al
leges Layton used an un-
authorized, double-edged
personal dagger _rather
than_ his ~departmentap-
proved Taser.

Additionally, the _tort
claim asserts that Fogle
should have been taken to
a hospital for medical aid
after the crash rather than
to the weigh station for a
breath-alcohol test.

Lindquist and Lee previ-
ously sued Clark County
three times in cases alleg-
ing wrongful death and ex-
cessive force.

arch, the county
agreed to pay S7.5 million
to the widow of Vancouver
palice Officer Dol Sa-

0 istakenly
ekt e by a deputy
is home near Batle
Ground during a manhunt
for an armed robbery sus-

pect.

In' May 2025, the county

agreed to pay $3.5 million

tothe family of Jenoah Don-

mote d

by a_deputy in February
2021 in Hazel

agreed to pay $1.25 million
tothe family of Kevin Peter-
son Jr,, a 2l-year-old Black
man who was shot and
killed by deputies during a
drug sting in October 2020
in Hazel Dell.

Tyler Brown: tyler
brown@ecolumbian.com; 360-
7354613
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For questions, contact: ResourceGuide@columbian.com

+ Arts/Dance/Music Theater
- Business & Professional Organization
- Children/Youth/Families

- Community/Social Outreach

+ Cultural Heritage/History/Lineage

- Education/Scholarships

- Environment/Gardening/Recreation

« Fraternal Organizations

TELL US ABOUT IT! Submit your Info!

Share info about your Club or Organization!

Deadline
Oct. 30th

The 2027 Resource Guide is publishing December 14, 2026.

« Health/Support
- Hobbies & Interests
- LGBTG+

- Political Action

« Religious & Spiritual
- Seriors

- Sports & Fitness

- Veterans/Miltary

- Women

or call 360-735-4572.
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